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"1 New Trolley Car 

The first of ten PCC streamliners for the 
Bes Municipal Railway shown here at Geneva 
naste Shops with local railfans looking it over. 
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Your editor's favorite writer, ARTHUR CAYLOR in the San 
Francisco News, looked into the future back on December 14th, 


1945, two and a half years ago. 


Streetcar Future Looks 
Bleak From Any Angle 


A 





to the groaning public—but which has been picked up by my 

men, bless them—is that Utilities Mgr. Turner and Muny Mgr. 

Scott don’t really expect San Francisco to get any new street- 

cars for a year. Although promised earlier, those 10 specially 
hopped deviating 








by . 
transportation crisis without buying! _ That poses the Problem whether 


any more streetcars than you could| !t’s possible to try 
park in an alley—although the trend| Pian—even 
in cities which have tried out PCCs| necessary 


is definitely toward more of these ®4opting it. For the No. 1 proposi 


i 
‘ 
d 
: 
2 
a 
s 
a5 
Re. 
g 


Can They Do It? 


One fact of community life which hasn’t been whispered) 








The -wWi may know 
som , al I doubt it—say 
jthere’s no way to handle a load of 
that size trains — whether 


surface shuttle or subway. But trains 
trend away from the union ideal— 
supported by law—of having two 
platform men on each car. 
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View Rather Drear 


Of course, it is true that on some 


Howard-st line, for example, is a 
thundering success. On other lines 
—because it’s cheaper—the public 
gets more frequent service from 
one-man motor coaches. And the, 
combination of the two is a feature 


added—and expected to scoot by the | had more confidence in the Lap 
trolley coaches, even if they don’t | ham administration than it had 
have to stop for anything but traffic | previously given the Rossi admin 


signals. But the question is: How | istration. 
can this plan be tested out for Mc- All 
Allister-st without 
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By ROBERT O'BRIEN 
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. ‘ore 
before the Market street cable 
cars, and even before the horse 


In the early sixties, say, the 
tiny steam passenger trains were 
a noisy and picturesque part of 
the San Francisco as they 


Iching 
sparks, and juen re- 
ceded (when Hy A Pine 
co 


pedestrians and horse 

the right of way with the clang- 
ing of a handbell and impatient 
cries of warning. 

My authority for the following 
lore on San cisco’s steam 


ys 
cycles. When he was 15, he went 
to work as a machinist’s appren- 
tice at the Southern Pacific shops 
and roundhouse at Fifteenth and 
Harrison. That was before the 
days of the Bayshore tunnels and 
cut off, and the SP trains left the 
city via the Mission district and 
the Valencia and Twenty-fifth 
Street station. Vandewater stayed 
a railroad man all his life, and 
for many years prior to his re- 
tirement in 1937 was foreman of 


road 
put it, “a loco and a car” running 
out Market street to Valencia, 
and then out Valencia to Nine- 


First of the New 
Trolleys Delivered 


The 10 cars have been on order! 
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San Francisco’s Iron Ponies 





Street Railway cable out Haight 
street to the Stanyan_ street 
turntable, then cross Stanyan 
street to the shed on the grounds 
of Golden Gate Park and there 
board-a steam train which cut 

ross the corner of the park to 
Lincoln way (then H street) at 
about First Avenue. From there 
the train clattered west on Lin- 
coln way to the beach, where it 
turned north and went to the end 
of the line at about what is now 
Balboa and LaPlaya. Later, the 
right of way was shifted out of 
the park, so that the track ex- 
pa along Lincoln way all the 


. The one-way fare on this 
line, as on most of them, was five 
cents. 


“On Sunday,” Vandewater said, 
“these locos to the beach pulled 
five or six open cars which had 


S. F. Ponders Fate 
Of No. 40 Car Line 


Elimination of San Mateo line 
No. 40 of the San Francisco mu- 
nicipal railway, or vast improve- 
ment, was recommended today in 
a study of San Francisco transit 
problems turned over to Mayor EI- 
mer Robinson by Philip F. Landis, 
San Francisco utilities commission 





ern 
line. 
The city intends to purchase 50 
more 
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Landis stated that the city’s 
franchise to operate the local line 
Tun out in four years and that 
plans must be made now as to what 
action will be taken when the time 
arrives. 

Peninsula civic groups have ur; ‘ed 
the right of way of the Penineala 
line be ~ into an intercity ex- 





press roa 





San Francisco Chronicle 


croes sents and werp open on the 


it washed the tracks and a hill- 
side near the Land’s End station 


beach was opera’ 
fornia street by the Powell Street 
Railway 


Vandewater could remember 
several shorter steam lines. One 


Seventh avenue down Seventh 
avenue to Fulton street and 
Golden Gate Park. Another ran 


Geary Street Park Ocean 
railroad’s steam dummy line from 
Geary and Presidio avenue (where 
the Municipal car barn is now) 
out Geary to Fourth avenue and 
the entrance to the old Bay Dis- 
trict race track. Although Vande- 
water remembers riding on this 
line, he is not clear on whether 
it extended all the way out -to 
the beach; but he does not think 
it did. 

Toward the end of the century, 


operation made possible by elec- 
trification spelled the doom of 
the steam lines. Ultimately, they 
tooted their last whistle and 
vanished from the city streets, to 
eottemapns "and ‘the memories 
hotographs ani ie me! 

Pf old-timers like Vandewater. 


Court Rule on 
Muni Wage 
To Be Sought 


Court action to establish the le- 
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4!) This Market Street Cable Railway car took people as far as Height and Stanyan in the 

1880's and 90's. (Note competing Omnibus Cable car in background.) (2) From the cable , ti 
terminus, passengers went by steam train out Lincoln Way and across the Park to the station torntebte 
at 48th near Balboa. The Park & Ocean Railway was opened for traffic in 1884. (3), The 

Stanyan Street junction was a busy place on Sundays and holidays. 
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ROLLEY TOPICS 


bid Cars on Haight 

t Lines Now 

ong to History 

The old cars of the Haight Street 
have been disparaged for so many 
ars that San Franciscans will hardly 
lieve that there was a day when 
ansportation on Haight Street was 
pride of the city. 

When the original cable line was 
built in 1883 by the newly organized 
Market Street Cable Railway Company, 
passengers were overwhelmed by the 
plendor and speed of the bright red 
ars. The fast, frequent, ortable 
service was beyond anything that had 
been offered by the erratic horse cars 
or by earlier cable cars of the dummy 
and trailer type. 

Despite the line’s reputation for 
speedy dependable service, some inter- 
ruptions were unavoidable. Haight 
Street was shut down nearly every 
winter for three or four days to dig 
out the sand that had washed into the 
channel from Buena Vista Hill, clog- 
ging the slot from Broderick to Steiner 
Streets. 

The cable line extended only as far 
as the Park, but a subsidiary of the 
company, the Park and Ocean Railroad, 
operated a steam dummy from the 
Haight and Stanyan terminus out Lin- 
coln Way (then “H” Street) to the 
Beach and across the Park to its station 
on 48th Avenue between Balboa and 
Cabrillo. An extra fare was charged for 
this ride, and both lines operated very 
profitably. 

So profitably, in fact, that the rival 
Omnibus Cable Company tried to steal 
some of the business. The Omnibus 
built'a cable line too running out Fell 
and Oak Streets to Stanyan and then 
over to Haight Street, with its turn- 
able only a few feet away from its 
competitor's. With even never equip 
ment than the Market Street Cab 
Railway, the Omnibus company took 
over its share of passengers going to 
and from the Ocean Beach trains. 

The Market Street company decided 
to put a to that by extending its 


and terminating the inbound steam 
trains at that point. They constructed 
some track along Stanyan preparatory 
to removing their turntable and putting 
in the curve. 

Meanwhile the wily Omnibus Com- 
pany brought in a crew of workmen 
one dark rainy night and put in a sec- 
tion of track connecting their own 





turntable with the new Stanyan Street 


The Western Raiiroader © Page Five 
‘ 


a) LOCAL TRANSIT SITUATION 


* Los 
_one of them was still in daily service 6 ‘to Sutro. In addition, Sutro will 
cable line a few blocks to First Avenue * 


: 


tracks. The job was concreted thorough- — After the fire of 1906, the Haight 
ly, and the Omnibus cars were being Street cable line was rebuilt as an 
run over the tracks the following day. electric line still terminating at Stan- 
The Market Street Company sent yan. At that time through service. to 
out its own crews to tear up the tracks, the beach was provided by the No. 20 
but they found the Omnibus cars,were Ellis-Ocean line. On February 7, 1916, 
occupied by burly workmen intent on the present No. 7 Haight-Ocean line 
possession. The Omnibus men was created by extending the Haight 

were being fortified with food, drink Street line out over the route of the 
and entertainment, and they outlasted: Ellis Park and Ocean line, terminating 
the less solidly encouraged group of at LaPlaya and Balboa. On February 
iedh Wiis ceathits 23, 1947, the outer street car terminal 


: : was changed to 47th and Lincoln Wa 
The short piece of track was of little because the roadbed across the Park 


use to the Omnibus people, but it did’ was no longer safe, and buses were 


keep the Market Street from putting’ put on to cover that portion of the 
in its curve, and the Omnibus Com- route. 


pany retained its share of the Ocean — The outer section of the No. 6 line 
Beach business. _ had its origin when»around 1898, a 
To further complicate matters, two 4-wheel shuttle electric car started oper- 
other companies who also had fran- ating from Haight and Masonic to the 
chises on Stanyan Street laid electric Affiliated Colleges (now U. C. Hos- 
tracks over the cable rails, with the pital). After the 1906 disaster, this 
result that none of the three tracks section became a part of the recon- 
could be used. Workmen from the structed Hayes Street line and in 1912 
four companies had many a fight be- the line was extended to 9th Avenue 
fore the dispute was finally resolved and Pacheco. This was the last exten- 
by a consolidation of the major con- sion ever built by the United Railroads. 
tenders. The No. 6 Haight-Masonic line started 
This took place in 1893 when the operating along its present route on 
Market Street Cable, the Omnibus February 7, 1916. 
Cable, the Beach steam road and some The No. 6 line operated out of Oak 
others were merged to form the Mar- and Broderick car house until October 
ket Street Railway. 1941 when that barn was abandoned 
In 1900 the Market Street Railway and the line was transferred to Haight 
started a program of electrifying some Street. In December 1946 the Haight 
of its lines, and the steam road was Street roof started to collapse, and the 
converted to an electric line. Three of building was closed down; both the 
the old steam coaches of the closed 6 and 7 lines were then brought over 
variety were equipped with motors, to McAllister. 
controllers, air brakes, etc. These were More changes will take place on 
the first street cars in San Francisco August 1st. The No. 22 Fillmore and 
to be equipped with air brakes. The No. 25 Bryant Street lines will be 
big heavy cars operated only on the converted to buses, with the No. 22 
original route and did not come down ine slated for trolley coaches by De- 
town. _ ember. The No. 3 Sutter-Jackson and 
By the end of 1902 through electric No. 4 Sutter-Sacramento will use buses 
service was established from 6th and phetween Fillmore Street and the outer 
Brannan to the Beach. Regular street terminals. The 22 and 25 lines will 
cars were used on this route, and the operate out of 24th Street, and the 3 
three old electrified steam coaches” and 4 bus lines will run out of Mc- 
were retired. They were eventually - Ajlister, 
sold for use on interurban lines around —_FiJ|more Division will be shut down 


Angeles, and until very recently on July 31st, and the No. 31 line will 


handle the inner section of the 3 and 


‘cleaning wagons. 


In those days the railway had a 
contract with the city to remove street 
i which were deposited at 
poe ry: Barren ints by the street 
ric dump cars 
with huge bins packed up the refuse 
and hauled it out Lincoln Way to the 


outer end of the line and then on spur and 


tracks into Golden Gate Park where 


the sweepings were dumped to fill in 


4 Sutter Street lines which formerly 
have been operating out f Geary. 
Geary wilt:glso lose the M line, which 
goes to Potrero. 

The new Ocean Division will be 
initiated on August 1st with five bus 
‘ routes assigned there. Service facilities 
some inspection pits have been 
installed, although the yard is only 
partially completed. Additional bus 
routes will be transferred there as 
storage space is made available. 



















NEWS 





The three electric cars referred to in the feature on Wy 
the Haight Street line as being sold in Southern California 
were the cars of the Golden Gate & Cliff House Ry which 
succeeded the Park & Ocean, as the steam line was called. 









































































Scrap] 
Ira Swett in his P.E, Roster states: 7 
"Desperately short of cars at the time, Old PE in 1902 Sched 
purchased 15 cars from the Golden Gate & Cliff House Ry of the S 
San Francisco; three were motors and the rest were open trail- 
ers. Finding the cars not suitable for speedy schedules, The 1 
Old PE put them in a dark corner of its car house and forgot ex-10 
about them. A short time later, Mr. James McMillan, later 
one of the outstanding PE executives, decided they were worth The J 
rebuilding and had them put in the shops. The three motors make 
were narrowed, given leather seats and equipped with four 
G.E. 51 motors, rated at 80 hp, and used in "flyer" service. 
Of the 12 trailers, six were rebuilt into passenger trailers 
and six were made into express cars, The three motor cars 
became PE 1561-1365, the six passenger trailers eventually 
were motorized and became 1350, 1351, I 1358, I 1359, and 
I 1360 (one scrapped prior to 1911), and the six express cars The | 
became I 1410-I 1415, --- 1350 is the last of the Golden Gates be n 
today, as IV 1401, is the nation's oldest electric car still 
to be in regular service; although a work order to scrap 
Iv. 1401 has existed for years the veteran still is tur 
up its sixty mph on PE main lines. RPO till 1936; then express." 
The roster lists the motor cars 1361-1363 as having been 
built in 1886, the trailers in 1887, 
Y0s! 
NEW RAILWAY FOR THE WEST ait 
who 
KAISER COMPLETES RAILROAD The new $5,800,000 railroad under Bao, 
construction for the past eleven 
months to serve Henry Kaiser's Eagle Mountain mine was completed 
July 29th between Eagle Mountain and a pojnt on the Southern BES 
Pacific at Salton Sea, The line is 52 miles long and will > ee 
carry iron ore from the mine to the Southern Pacific which will acq 
transport it to Kaiser's steel mill at Fontana, The road has Wal 
been named the Flying Eagle Railroad and will start operating the 
the first part of September, - clipping from Larry Harrison the 
thi 
KEY REMOVING EUCLID TRACKAGE The Euclid Avenue portion of Wa: 
Key System's former No. 7 street th 
car line is being removed by a work train consisting of 1019, in 













































a paving breaker, 1274 and 1276, differential dump cars. On in 
July 21 the train started at Regal Road and by the 3lst had 
worked back to Keith Avenue. The three car work train is UT 
chained to the tracks at night rather than returned to the shops ae 
at night. -- info from Bay Area Electric Railroad Review fr 
m 
S.N. PASSENGER MOTOR USED HERE The last Sacramento Northern 
passenger motor, MW 302-ex- 
1020, is back in the ae A Area working out of 40th and Shafter 
in Oakland with the work train repairing the tunnel. It came 
down on the 24th to take over the tunnel work formerly assigned t 
to box motors 601 and 602 which were de-motorized last year. Cc 






ahead B.A.E.R.R. 
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Southern Pacific —. 
MOTIVE POWER ===. \artiscd 


Scrappings for the month of July, 1948, were as follows: 
Sacramento - 4016, 4025, 4028 and 4033 all 4-8-8-2's 
Bayshore Shops - 2267 and 2297, 4-6-0's 

Scheduled for scrapping is 3907 which will be the last of 

the S.P.'s 4-6-6-2's, 


The 1191, 0-6-0, has become MW 572 to replace MW 619, 0-6-0 
ex-1020, which is being retired as the MW engine at Roseville, 


The 1400 series 0-8-0's are being renumbered to 4500's to 
make room for additional diesel-elecfrics as listed below. 
1400 - 4500 1406 - 4505 
1402 - 4501 1407 - 4506 
1403 - 4502 1408 - 4507 
1404 - 450% 1409 - 4508 
1405 - 4504 


The S.P. has ordered 109 new diesel-electric locomotives to 
be numbered as follows: 

50 6000 hep. freight locomotives 6120 to 6169 

3 6000 hep. passenger locomotives 6008-9-10 

33 1000 h.p. switch engines 1393 to 1425 

13 1500 h.p. road switchers 5200-to 5212 

10 70-ton switch engines undecided as to number 


--- Fred Stindt 





YOSEMITE VALLEY MUSHROOM FARMS The 16 miles of abandoned 
right of way of the Yose- 
mite Valley Railroad have been purchased by a C.C, Kellogg 
who has turned the four tunnels thereon into mushroom farms. 
The temperature inside is said to range between 58 to 60 
degrees, which is ideal for growing mushrooms, - Harrison 


BEST-KIMBALL BUY ENGINES Two tiny 0-4-2T type engines from 
the island of Oahu, T.H., have been 
acquired by G. M. Best and Ward Kimball. Both are from the 
Waimanalo plantation which was abandoned in 1946, Best bought 
the "Olomana", #3 built by Baldwin #67535 in 1885; Kimball has 
the "Pokaa" #2 built by Baldwin #350340 in 1907, Both are 
three foot gauge and the "Pokaa" was delivered July 26th to 
Ward Kimball's Grizzly Flats Railroad where it will acquire 
the number 1 on the roster in due time, The "Olomana" is 
in Burbank where Best plans to restore it to its appearance 
in 1883, -- Ed Wrrer 


UTAH ELECTRIC MOTORS GO TO CANADA Three of the Salt Lake & 
Utah Railroad's electric 
freight motors were sold to the Grand River Railway and re- 
numbered as follows: 
SL&U 103 to GRR 232 built by Baldwin #52597 in 1919 
SLU 105 to GRR 234 built by Baldwin #535289 in 1920 
SL&U 106 to GRR 230 built by Baldwin #61456 in 1930 
The Utah & Idaho Central freight motor 904 was sold 
to the Cornwall Street Railway Light & Power Company of 
Cornwall, Ontario, 
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LOCAL, LOCALS’ FAN TRIPS Fd 
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"COLD FEET" STOPS EAST BAY TOUR Fears on the part of some 

SP officials that the track- 
age would not be safe for passenger equipment is blamed for 
cancellation of the tour of the former East Bay electric track 
by the Bay Area Electric R.R. Ass'n and Cal-Nevada, 

Excursion plans for the latter part of August and the 
first part of September are at this writing very indefinate, 
but the September 19th date for the Lodi Grape Festival- 
Kentucky House trip by Cal-Nevada is described as "definate". 

Announcements for the “Week-End on the Narrow-Gauge", 
described elsewhere, should be in the mails by the time this 
issue reaches you, 


NORCAL TRIP GETS GOOD TURNOUT The Northern Cal's Santa Fe 
Branch Line Tour on August lst 
with some 35 railfans on board Saturday night (outnumberi 
regular passengers on Sante Fe's Train No. 6 almost 9 to 1) 
and Valley fans raising the total over the branch line to over 
40. The fans were most interested in the gas-clectric car, 
and picture stops saw plenty of film exposed. 


WEEK-END * % 
NARROW-GAUGE | 


OCTOBER 8-93 AND 10 
































The first opportunity for a railfan trip over the 5,P.'s 
narrow gauge line between Laws and Keeler in the Owens Valley 
will be the R&LHS's "Week- on arrow-Gauge!" when the 
entire line will be covere a specia consisting 
mostly of epoesely equipped flat cars, 
‘The difficulties of transportation by rail force the 
R&LHS to schedule the trip via chartered Greyhound busses 
leaving the Bay Area Friday, October 8th, at 7 PM via Placer- 
ville and Nevada to the northern end of the narrow gauge. 
The trip will be made southbound to take advantage of the best 
light. The busses will deadhead to Keeler to pick up the 
group for the return trip to Carson City for the over t 
stop. A mid-day departure back to the Bay Area will § ve 
Sunday morning around the V&T and an early evening arrival 
in San Francisco. Fare $22,00 plus $1.50 deposit on room, 


H NARROW GAUGE TRAVEL ADVENTURE | ‘ssa 
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